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     A  nice quiet  neighborhood 
  Where  nice  people  stood, 
  Admiring  the  fact  that  everythingõs  good. 
  Their  yards  are  perfect, 
  Their  houses are  clean. 
  Their  children  are  quiet, 
  Their  dogs  are  not  mean. 
  Moneys  not  a  problem, 
  Poverties  a  choice, 
  And  every  single  person  has  there  own  voice. 
  Wouldnõt  it  be  great, 
  If  it  wasn't  all  fake? 
  If  the  yards  were  really  perfect, 
  The  houses  were  clean, 
  If  the  children  were  quiet, 
  The  dogs  were  not  mean. 
  If  money  wasn't  a  problem, 
  Poverty  was  a  choice, 
  And  every  single  person  had  their  own  voice. 
  Then  what  would  we  do? 
  Absolutely  nothing. 
 
  By  Nykole  Kessinger  written  at  age  8 
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                             FREE  COMMUNITY  EVENTS  AND  RITUAL  CELEBRATIONS!!! 

All events on this page are FREE. Event hosts may accept a small donation.  

Donations are optional and very much appreciated.  

No one will be turned away for lack of funds.  

To have your Events listed here, please make sure they fit these criteria:  

1) It is offered at no charge.   

2) It is within our geographical area, generally, Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Western Montana, Northern Califor-

nia, Nevada, Southern BC and Alberta.  

   

CRYSTAL TEMPLE YULE  AND 

HOLIDAY PARTY                                

December 13 2008  at  7PM.  503-249-

0303 or info@crystaltemple.org    Still 

being planned as of printing so call for info.

    

             

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS  

December  21  2008  at  6:00 PM  at  the 

Sellwood  Masonic  Lodge  7126  SE  

Milwaukie  Ave.  Portland  OR. 

Come and join us for a ritual and potluck 

dinner feast in celebration of the many tra-

ditions that surround the Winter Solstice.  

Call the SisterSpirit office at 503-736-3297 

for information. $5+ donation gladly ac-

cepted. 

 

                       

MAGICS YULE CELEBRATION  

December  27  2008  at  7Pm. Circle cast 

at  8PM  at  Liberty Hall  311 N Ivy 

street   Portland, OR. 

Come join MAGIC for  a Yule to celebrate 

the ñRebirth of the King!ò A tradition 

based magickal ritual celebrating the cycle 

of Life, Death, and Rebirth. Bring a pot-

luck dish to share along with a white ele-

phant gift exchange for after the ritual.   

Call 360-693-7349 or email si-

enna@spiralrhytms.org for more info.  $5 -  

10 donation gladly accepted but nobody 

turned away for lack of funds. Donation 

bar drinks available. Kids area will be open 

in the basement, parents required to donate 

time if they use it.  

Tuesday Dec 2nd and Thursday Dec. 

11th - Open Meetingôs  (WICCA) 

Come and find out who we are,  and what  

we do.  We welcome  your interest. Meet-

ing  dates and locations are December 2nd 

in Eugene: at the EWEB building ,500 E 

4th ave. at 7PM  and  December 11th  in  

Clackamas: at the Clackamas Inn , 16010 

SE 82nd Drive at 7PM.  Women in Con-

scious  Creative  Action  PO Box 5296  

Eugene, OR 97405 or 541-495-3654. 

         

        

Tues. Dec. 9th  at 7pm -  Inner  Jour-

neys 

A journal-writing circle for women. Bring 

your  dream journal or come and start a 

new one. Topic: Inner dialogue. Winter is a 

time of deep introspection. We will use 

free write and dialogue techniques to con-

nect to our inner wise women. All women 

welcome. Held at the SisterSpirit office, 

3430 SE Belmont #102 Portland, OR . 

Call 503-736-3297 for more information. 

Donations of $5+ gladly accepted. 

 

                        

Wed. Dec. 10th at 7PM-  Women's 

healing circle  Topic:  Finding light  in  the  

darkness, celebrating  the Winter Solstice.  

We will also be  studying the Goddess 

Etain, the Shining One. Bring any fairies or 

items for the altar to be blessed.  All 

women welcome. Held at the SisterSpirit 

office,  3430  SE Belmont #102  Portland, 

OR..  Call 503-736-3297 for more infor-

mation. 

Fri. Dec. 13th and  Sat. Jan. 10th - Open  

Full Moon Rituals.  Open full moon ritu-

als with drumming after until 9PM.  Held 

at  Essential  Elements  3135 SE Haw-

thorne Blvd. Portland, OR.  Call Essential 

Elements at 503-231-2831 or Thuri at 503-

956-7258 or by email  tcala-

fia@gmail.com for mor information. Do-

nations gladly accepted to offset cost. 

 

         

Wed. Dec. 17th at 7:30pm -  Magickal 

Study Group.         
Held at the SisterSpirit office, 3430 SE 

Belmont #102 Portland, OR. Call 503-736

-3297 for more information. $5+ donations 

gladly accepted.Thurs. Dec. 18th -  

Dream Conversations.  Come and share 

your dreams and insights with other 

women! All women welcome. Held at the 

SisterSpirit office, 3430 SE Belmont #102 

Portland, OR. Call  503-736-3297 for 

more information.  $5+ donations gladly 

accepted. 

 

     

Thurs. Dec. 26th -  Women's writers 

group.  Topic: To be announced.. All 

women welcome. Held at the SisterSpirit 

office, 3430 SE Belmont # 102  Portland, 

OR. Call 503-736-3297 or email pat-

mac31@juno.com for more information. 

 

 

    Yule Ritual  celebrations                                   Announcements  and   events   
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8 Times a year, each Sabbath ð      

Mystic Art  Gathering & Information Cir-

cle (MAGIC) holds a public ritual and 

ceremony for the Solstices, Equinoxes, and 

cross-quarters in between. Typically in 

Vancouver or North Portland. These gath-

erings are free to the public, although a 

donation can will be passed. Families with 

kids are welcome. Held on the closest Sat-

urday to the  actual Sabbath, 7pm. Loca-

tions announced in advance if possible. 

Call 360-693-7349 or see our listing in the 

community directory under MAGIC as 

well as on MySpace. 

 

Full moon rituals -  open 

On the Saturday night closest to the full 

moon, starting at 7pm with drumming 

afterword until 9pm. OFMs are held at 

Essential Elements Herbal Apothecary, 

3135 SE Hawthorne blvd. in Portland.  For 

upcoming dates look in the free  ritual cele-

brations and announcements. All full 

moon rituals are free but donations are 

gladly appreciated to help offset costs. For 

more information call Essential Elements 

at 503-231-2831 or Thuri at 503-956-7258 

as well as email tcalafia@gmail.com. 

 

                    SUNDAYS 

Witches afternoon teas 

Once a month, on a Sunday afternoon 

from 2-4pm, Thuri Calafia and Camella 

Cook sponsor theme based parties de-

signed to build community through raising 

money for various local Pagan organiza-

tions and charities, on a donation only ba-

sis. All teas offer free refreshments and 

reading by volunteers. Each month is a 

different theme, either seasonal or whimsi-

cal. Look in the free Ritual celebrations and 

announcements for coming dates. For 

more information call Essential Elements 

at 503-231-2831 or Thuri at 503-956-7258 

as well as by email tcalafia@gmail.com for 

coming dates. 

              ONGOING  ACTIVITIES  

                          

Non-denominational  Sunday service 

Integrate light into your being. Come to 

receive blessings and an uplifting spiritual 

Reading to empower and enlighten your  

soul. held at Crystal Temple 7275 Rich-

mond Ave. For info call 503-249-0303 or 

by web at crystaltemple.org. 

              

1st Sunday Sare-apy. 

Always the first Sunday (no Sare-apy in 

August). Join us each first Sunday of the 

month. Activities include silent meditation, 

discussion of healing techniques, individual 

and group healing sessions and introduc-

tion to healing arts practitioners. Everyone 

is welcome, this is a wonderful opportunity 

for healingï receiving and giving, and for 

making new alliances. Held at Hands of 

Freedom Healing 8725 NE Broadway, 

Portland OR 97220 from 1-4pm. Dona-

tions appreciated. 

             

                   TUESDAYS 

Open Reiki and healing circle 

Circle held on the 1rst Tuesday of  the 

month from 9-11am. Held at the Celtic 

Circle 3717 NW 25th St. Redmond, OR. 

For info call 541-504-4627 or by email 

pepsi@bendcable.com. 

 

Witches  meetup 

A social event held on the 4th Tuesday of 

every month. At 7PM. We have no set 

agenda or format, just talk and have fun. 

Held at the Guiding Tree 4831 SE Divi-

sion Street.  For  more info http://

www.pagan.meetup.com.  

 

                   

 WEDNESDAYS  

Witches Meetup 

A social event held on the 1rst Wed. of 

every month at 7PM. We have mo set 

agenda or format, just talk and have fun. 

We are a friendly, non-cliquish bunch who 

have been meeting for over five years.  

Held at the Irishtown Pub, 11600 NE Mill 

Plain Blvd. Vancouver WA.   

    

Monthly Pagan Meetup 

A social event held on the 2nd Wed of 

every month at 7PM. We just get together 

to talk and have fun. Held at Old Town 

Pizza (between 2nd and 3rd on NW 

Davis). For more info go to http://

www.paganmeetup.com. 

 

Reiki Share Circle 

Every 1rst and 3rd Wednesdays at Sell-

wood Spirit Feathers, 7704 SE 13th. For 

info call 503-230-0249. All are welcome! 

         

Tarot night 

Every 1rst Wednesday. Bring your cards, 

practice readings, become more familiar 

with your card and discuss Tarot with other 

readers. Held at Crystal Temple, 7525 N 

Richmond. For  info cal 503-249-0303 or 

on the web at info@crystaltemple.org. 

         

Reiki Circle 

Every 2nd Wednesday come and receive 

healing and develop your skills in a sacred 

temple surrounded by light beings. Held at 

Crystal Temple, 7275 N Richmond.  For 

info 503-249-0303 or   on the web at 

info@crystaltemple.org. 

       

Drum circle 

Every 3rd Wednesday. Lets explore 

rhythms and escape reality in a sacred tem-

ple. Bring an instrument if you have one, if 

not we can share.      not we can share. Held 

at Crystal Temple 7275 N Richmond. For 

more info 503-249-0303 or 

info@crystaltemple.org. 

                         

 

                       THURSDAYS 

Open Meditation 

Held every Thursday and Sunday from  12

-2 pm. Open meditation at Crystal Temple  

                            Continued on next page 
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Intro  to Tantra  

A series of 
6 Sunday classes teaching the ba-
sics of Tantra in a sacred, safe, fun, 
environment. Pranayama, Chak-

ras, Kriyas, Karezza, Kundalini, Puja, 
Maithuna, and other aspects are explained in plain 

English to enlighten and expand enjoyment of Sa-
cred Sexuality. Suitable for singles, couples, 
straight, gay, bi or ? seekers. There is no in -class 
nudity, however, we do give out lots of fun home-
work!  

With Sienna & Spyder  

Class begins Jan. 11th, 2009.   

 $25 per class, $150 series  
Sponsored by: 

360-693-7349 

sienna@spiralrhythms.org 

7275 N Richmond. For info 503-249-0303  or 

info@crystaltemple.org. 

           

                                

Morris Dancing 

Every Thursday join Renegade Rose Morris Dancers, a group of 

Portland men and women who perform ancient English folk 

dances on May Day and other community events. Weôll teach 

you dances. For info call Lev at 971-570-3388 or on the web at 

www.renegadeerose.org.       

          

                              

       SATURDAYS                              

Salamander Reiki circle 

Intense monthly  3 hour reiki circle, meeting each last Saturday 

of the month. Free attunements and training. Must RSVP one 

week in advance. Contact info: Mark Dragonfly Freemon 503-

313-6490  or dragonfly5555@verison.net,  http://tribes.tribe.net/

toadlovers.         

            Come celebrate the rebirth of the King!  

Yule 
Saturday 12.27.2008  
Doors open at 7pm, Circle cast at 8pm  
Liberty Hall 311 N Ivy St. Portland  
 

M.A.G.I.C. fundraiser for Spiral Rhythms  
 

$5-10 Suggested Donation,  
No one turned away for lack of funds  

 

For further info: 360.693.7349 or                                     
sienna@spiralrhythms.org  
 
www.myspace.com/vancouvermagic 
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Advice from the Priesthood  
By Sienna  

 
This column is intended to be a format for the general Pagan population 
to ask anonymous questions regarding anything to do with the pagan 
lifestyle, from spiritual Earth worship to living in our modern-day society.  
Questions are answered from the philosophical standpoint of  ñHarm 
none, Do as Ye Will.ò  If you have questions for us, please write to Si-
enna@spiralrhythms.org, or send a letter to the editor of this paper.  All 
questions shall remain anonymous. 

 

Howdy there, 

 

I've been having this experience where I just zone out, my body 

gets numb, and I speak out loud about things in the future or 

things I have no idea.  I've been calling these things Mighty Mes-

sages because of the force that comes through with them.  Ques-

tion 1 How do I know for sure that the Mighty Messages are from 

good beings? or from who? I don't care too much who, but it is 

like they're using my voice. 2. I tend to shake and cry alittle after-

wards. I am not scared but it is odd and I am not sad. It's like my 

body is overwhemled or something. Do I ground like I do after 

ritual with cakes and ale. 3. How do I know when to share? Espe-

cially if it is for someone i know and they didn't ask for this info. 4. 

What causes these MMs, the numbing sensations and why me? 5. 

I am excited about this gift but don't know where to start with it ,do 

you know of any good books or exercises to help me to focus. 

 

Love to you, 

Psychic Coming Out 

 

Dear PCO; 

  

I'll go into your questions one by one, So here goes: 

            

1. How do I know for sure that the Mighty Messages are from 

good beings?  or from who?  

  This is a trial and error thing on one hand, and an instinc-

tual thing on the other hand.  There's a way to figure it out via 

guided meditation, but you'll need to find a high priest or priestess 

to work with who can guide you through it. 

 

2.   Do I ground like I do after ritual with cakes and ale? 

  No, go one better than that; go outside and hug a tree 

when you're THAT overwhelmed.  Don't try to send it through 

your feet into the floorboards of a house--at times like that you 

need to rely directly on Mom...uhm...Mother Earth that is. 

  

3. How do I know when to share? Especially if it is for someone i 

know and they didn't ask for this info.  

  The rule is this:  if your words fall on deaf ears, don't 

speak.  In other words, if you think the person is going to under-

stand WHERE the information came from, and take it on that 

level, and not as some spooky pre-cognitive mumbojumbo that's 

gonna freak 'em out, then speak what you know and how you got 

that info, but only if the opportunity casually presents itself.  Don't 

seek out people to tell them precognitions.  If they are "supposed" 

to know, then the Universe will make sure that you get to tell 

them. 

  

4. What causes these MMs, the numbing sensations and why 

me?  

  Uhhh....errr...I can't tell.  Not on this limited amount of 

information.  It could be a number of causes, all unique to your 

situation.  Could be otherwordly entities, could be chakra block-

ages being freed up, could be a number of things. Again, please 

seek out the services of a high priest or priestess to figure this out. 

Just about any of the groups listed in the directory of this publica-

tion have a few good folks hanging about. 

  

5.  I am excited about this gift but don't know where to start with 

it ,do you know of any good books or exercises to help me to fo-

cus? 

  Any book on psychic awareness should be okay.  I havn't 

found the best book, but one of the better ones is "Modern 

Magick" by Donald Michael Kraig.  Also "Psychic Self Defense" 

by Dion Fortune, but that's had the title changed on it, so I'm not 

sure what they call it now. Again, though, if you really need the 

right book for this, go to Powell's and browse the metaphysical 

section.  It will 'call' to you from the shelf.  (By the way, book 

magick works also on the internet, but everyone has a different 

method of working it.) 

 The most important thing about these messages is that 

you don't block them.  You will expend more energy trying to 

keep them from surfacing than you will simply postponing their 

emergence until you are in a safe place to express them.  If you 

find these messages want to come out while you're driving, cook-

ing, or doing any other dangerous activity, stop it with a forceful 

"NO!" inside your head, then tell it when it would be convenient 

to attempt another try at the message.   

 So to sum it up, yes it's common, I don't know what 

causes your particular sensations, and there are a lot of good books 

out there that will help.  Don't block the energy and learn that you 

are in control here; they have no outlet at all without you. 

 

Good luck! 

Sienna      
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                   Winter Blessings  

 
I am sending out the seeds of my new begin-
nings. A happy Fool, stepping blindly forward 
into the wind, looking back over my shoulder at 
where I have already been. I take time almost 
every day to be introspective, to gather my 
awareness's, and hoard my resources as they 
are slowly used up. I am in Winterðin between 
the new year and the old. I am lifting the veil be-
tween reality and perception, honoring the gifts I 
receive, enjoying the people who comprise my 
Spirit-Family. It is a time of wonder and discov-
ery as nurturing traditions are revealed and 
sharedðyet I wonder if my gathered resources 
will last the winter, keep body and mind to-
gether until the next harvest can be reaped. 
 
Winter is a season of renewal. It is a time to hi-
bernate, and thank our ancestors and our con-
nection to all that is for the harvest we have 
gathered to us in warmer seasons. For me, the 
Solstice and its surrounding family of holidays 
are an opportunity to honor a year's worth of 
efforts, and welcome wisdom to our table in the 
guise of an old friend, a young child, a hungry 
stranger, or an empty place set for those whom 
we would like to see again. The chill winds and 
rushing rains encourage us to stay indoors, 
drink a mug of tea, and think about all we have 
done and all we have learned. We rest, and 
plan our next steps forward into the coming 
year, when the Earth Circle has turned further 
toward the light in Her ever-changing spiral of 
days.  
 
In the Medicine Woman Tarot by Carol Bridges, 
the Death Card presents as Sunset. And Sun-
set is simply an opportunity to appreciate our 
immersion into darkness. When our dis-eased 
aspect falls away, we more fully embrace health 
and life and joy. We let go of that which has 
constrained us or is no longer of service in our 
lives. At sunset, we appreciate how many differ-
ent colors blend together into light. And after 
sunset, we see the stars. We draw faintly re-
membered patterns between these distant bits 

of light, weaving hearth-side tales of ancient tra-
dition, of lessons learned and loves spurned, 
hopes lost and then renewed. We connect with 
the reflected light of those who came before, 
and we thank them for their Knowing Ways. It is 
a Journey inward rather than onward.  
 
Winter and Death, like the setting sun, are op-
portunities to appreciate a different aspect of 
our life cycle. Time given to us each year that 
we may appreciate Earth's constant potential 
for renewal, and the silence of hope-thoughts 
just before a birth. Time to appreciate the vital 
structure of delicate branches behind beautiful 
leaves, the intense silence beneath everyday 
sounds, the crisp refreshment of winter air that 
is cleansed of all but its most basic elements. 
Without Winter, there is no Spring. Without 
darkness, we could not fully appreciate the 
Moon, the stars, the comfort of a Mother's voice 
whispering hushed lullabies like snowflakes, 
spiraling gently down to our upturned faces. 
Without darkness there is no light. Seeing the 
tired and barren Earth, I learn to look for more 
than superficial beauty, and I grow in apprecia-
tion for Her previous abundance, for her wise 
and indomitable grace. 
 
I welcome Winter. The energy of endings, of 
goals manifested and wise council given or re-
ceived. Welcome this quiet, refreshing aware-
ness that with each ending, there is the oppor-
tunity for some wonderful and new beginning. 
At this time of year, I am filled with reverence, 
with intention, and with respect for Earth's an-
cient cleansing presence. 
 
A goblet of water and a winter apple rest on my 
hearth to honor all that has been, and welcome 
all that is yet to come. To give thanks for Fall's 
harvest, and welcome hope into my home. Joy-
ous blessings of the season to you. I wish you 
well on your Journey. 
--Staci .Elliot  
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Drum thee Her heartbeat... 

awaken His dance! 
 

It begins in darkness as bright stars twinkle in a cold clear sky. 

Hundreds of feet shuffle for a secure pathway among the rocks, sometimes 

stumbling, sending surprised folks careening into the secure arms of their 

fellows who reach out to stop their fall in the deep black of the waning 

night. Hushed voices discuss locations for the best view of coming attrac-

tions, and old friends squeal with excitement upon gaining the hilltop, when 

they recognize the shadowed faces of those dear in heart and spirit. Finally, 

silence falls over the excited group for a suspended moment in time as gods 

and elemental energies are invited to join the celebration. The sky begins to 

pale, sweeping the snowy landscape with pink, pale yellow, orange.   

A deep rumbling sounds from a large frame drum as a lively pit-

ter-pat of a doumbeck sounds in counterpoint, as answer. More drums join 

in, and more. The rhythm rises, matching the heartbeat of dozens of excited 

souls as together, they create the waves of sound which match the tides of 

the earth.  High on the air, a flute can be heard, trilling out the joyful emo-

tion of a woman who stands a little further back on the hillside ï as she is 

the first to spy the Bright Lord of the waxing year.  As the golden orb that is 

the Sun Godôs chariot slowly slips above the frosty horizon, the palette be-

comes brighter.  Bold strokes of gold, orange, and deep rose turn almost 

crimson in the clouds above, reflected in the sparkling blanket of snow 

leading to the awaiting crowd.  Those who do not drum, dance.  They whirl 

and dip and bounce to the rhythm, shouting ñAwaken!  Awaken!ò and the 

drummers pick up the pace.  Some people cheer, some wipe joyous tears 

from their eyes, and all drum louder, harder, more ecstatically as the fiery 

ball of light gains purchase and climbs the horizonôs starlit stair.   

A shout of "He comes!" can be heard above the drumming, and 

the beat reaches its own fiery crescendo.  Shouts of joy can be heard; 

words of praise and welcome to the shiny new Sun God fill the air.  All is 

silent again for just a moment, and then the drumming begins once more.  

Food is pulled from coolers and backpacks, libations are poured upon the 

ground in thanks, and folks sway in time to the sweetest of music - the rum-

bling of drums recalling the Mother's heartbeat as the sun dances his way 

into the sky.   

   For years upon years, thousands of Wiccans and Pagans around 

the world have gathered on hilltops, in fields and farmlands, upon the 

shores of shimmering lake and seaside's on Yule morning to welcome the 

rebirth of the Sun God. They bring all manner of musical instruments to 

celebrate the occasion: rattles; small finger symbols called zylls; wooden 

and silver flutes; even the occasional guitar. Mostly, though, they bring 

drums. From the large, deep ñboom-boomò frame drums to doumbecks, 

djembes, and everything in between, the rhythm rolls in wave after joyous 

wave of sound, resonating deep within the heartbeat of the People of The 

Mother. 

                                                                            Continues on page 10 
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Drum thee Her heartbeat...Continued from page 9 

       

   ñDrumming up the Sunò is the pre-

ferred way to celebrate Yule morning for a great many Pagans.  

Some traditions, however, choose quieter celebrations at home, 

perhaps singing or chanting him up, but most traditions acknowl-

edge the light returning at this time in some special way.  Al-

though many Pagan traditions celebrate Samhain as the New 

Year, many others celebrate Yule as the New Year - for truly, all 

is reborn at this sacred time, and the days will now grow longer 

and longer until Litha - the summer solstice. We celebrate the 

promise of the returning light with candles, twinkly lights, and all 

manner of shiny and sparkly ornaments, gift giving (which heark-

ens back to the Saturnalia of ancient Greece), to show our faith 

that summer and abundance will indeed come again.   

 

In ancient times, Pagans of many cultures brought an 

evergreen (symbolic of the god- that-is-ever-reborn), into the 

house and decorated it with fresh flowers and fruit, handcrafted 

birds and candles to show their gods the faith they had that the 

light and warmth would, indeed, return.  Todayôs Pagans are not 

so different from the ancients, although many of our decorations 

are probably more elaborate (and sentimental) in these modern 

times.  The simpler ones still remind us of summer, and the great 

harvests: blown glass balls represent berries, grapes, cherries, and 

apples, and the white and golden globes speak of the silvery moon 

and golden sun.  Silvery tinsel looks just like rain, which is of 

course a fertility symbol, just as the pine cones and acorns that 

adorn mantles and altars are.  Santa Claus, to many of us, is sim-

ply a version of the Holly King - the old man aspect of the God 

Who is Reborn as the Child of Light, who rules the light half of 

the year.    

The Sun God is a common archetype in most cultures, 

whether Celtic (Lugh), pre-Dorian Greek (Helios), Roman 

(Apollo), or Judeo-Christian (Jesus), and his birth reminds us all 

that the time for new beginnings is at hand.  He is the god we 

honor as the Light - truth, illumination, poetry and drive are some 

of his more prominent attributes.  As he is reborn, Pagans find 

renewed energy, brightened dreams of the future, new hope.  Itôs 

no wonder people everywhere make ñnew yearò resolutions, for 

this is the time of renewal - of faith, and hope, and trust.  It is a time 

when we can find that heartbeat both without and within - of the 

great tides of the earth which resonates and connects us to the All, 

driving us to quicken our own pulse with love and with faith.  We 

are all, male or female, our own Mother Goddess in this respect, 

and we can ñdrum him upò, so to speak, from the depths of our 

own beings, igniting the creative spark of our own rebirth.  As we 

do so, we can remember his blessings, and find the courage to 

dare... to dance the brilliant, sparkling dance of light which cele-

brates not only his, but our own bright and sacred fire within.  Like 

the drummers on the hilltop, we can set the rhythm of our own 

renewal.  Like the dancers, we can share in that rhythm, whirling 

and dipping to the beat, shouting with joy, ñAwaken!  Awaken!  

Awaken His dance!ò 

 

Thuri Calafia is a Wiccan High Priestess of many years standing, 

and the creator of the Circles System and School.  She is the au-

thor of DEDICANT: A Witchôs Circle of Fire; A Course of Study 

in the Old Religion.  Calafia is active in the Portland Pagan com-

munity, offering various workshops and priestess services, pre-

senting regular Open Full Moon rituals and Witchesô Afternoon 

Teas, and teaching Circles Dedicant level classes.  She is working 

on the second in the four-book series, INITIATE: A Witchôs Circle 

of Water. She lives with her beloved Labrador, Miss Alyssa 

Ramone.   
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 Do People really shop for Shamans?                              
Silverstar Red Crow © 2008 

 

      

          The United States is a capitalist country, which runs on sup-

ply and demand. The people of this country are hungryðhungry 

for everythingðespecially if it promises success and inner peace 

One can buy literally anything in this country; if you have the 

money, you can obtain the goods, regardless of legality. Even 

enlightenment, lineage and ancestry are bought and sold to the 

highest bidder. In Indian Country, we call this buying and selling 

of indigenous blood, worldview and practice, ñSelling Medicineò. 

This can buy a death sentence, or worse, life-long shunning within 

closed Sovereign Nation communities, from coast to coast. You 

see, there was a movement born of the raping of Indigenous 

Medicine in 1974, called The American Indian Movement, 

known of course as AIM. AIM is a strong police force, it gets 

things done and has eyes and ears everywhere the words: Sha-

man, Sacred Herbs, The Pipe, Medicine, Spiritual Elders appear, 

in over 600 active federal and non-federally recognized tribal 

communities in the continental US. 

 

American Indians, thatôs what we call ourselves in private, or Na-

tive, or First Nationôs People. The brand Native American is used 

by the dominant society, whether academic or governmental. 

Though always a tough and sometimes bitter road, The Red Road 

is my way and my GrandMothers and GrandFathers, Sisters and 

Brothers have let me in and shown me, shared with me and 

trained me to dance with my people in the Sacred Circle. Most 

people would be amazed at our varied colors as Indians; as a Nor-

wegian Indian, I am lighter than most. For those of us lucky 

enough to have received traditional spiritual training (called Medi-

cine), we are taught to keep our distance from people emotionally, 

until we are called-out, first by Great Spirit (or Spirits), then by the 

People (the tribe or community one ministers to) for healing. We 

donôt call ourselves ñShamansò or healers or Medicine People; 

we are not allowed to take a title. We are first named a title by the 

People, according to need, talent and desire of the community 

itself. Most of the time, we use the title Spiritual Elder (If one is 

given special Elder status by the tribe before Tribal Eldership is 

reached, or one takes the title of ñTribal Elderò at age 55 and waits 

to earn the rest.) or more popular in the last decade or so, Indige-

nous Shamanic Practitioner. ñMedicine Personò is not a popular 

title, in my experience, not since AIMðtoo much old bitterness 

and misunderstanding in the term; no witch doctors in Indian 

Country!  

 

Why am I going over this material again, piece by piece? I am 

illustrating the various forms and titles taken and given in just one 

community in which the title Shaman appears on a regular basis, 

              SisterSpirit Presents 

   PaganFaire XIX                        
                 Spring 2009 

       ò      Wisdom Reclaimed: 
Alexandriaõs Light Returnsó 
                   World Forestry 

                            Center 
                 March 28th, 2009 
                    0 am to 5 pm 
                   Ritual at 7 pm 
 

Everyone is welcome! 
There will be Craft Artists,  
Workshops, a Food Vendor, 
The Michelleõs Heart Drawing, and Per-
formers. 
 
For information call the  
SisterSpirit Office: 
503.736.3297 oré 
 

Contact Jen at coordinator@paganfaire.net 
For information about the ritual, contact Pat at patmac31@juno.com 
For information about performing at PaganFaireXIX, contact Jamie at 
hiddenviking@yahoo.com 
                                   See you this Spring!!! 

 


