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Open Ways
Gateway to the Pagan Communities
Issue 143 —Fall Equinox

Open Wiays is published eight times a year, on the Quarters and
Cross-Quarters, by The Nine Houses of Gaia, Inc. Circulation
3400+.

Newsletter Staff
Editor — Becca of the Dirty Hippies
Distribution Team — Ellie, Rob, Dennis
Webmaster: — Becca of the Dirty Hippies

Submissions
Articles, letters, poetry, artwork, etc., are solicited from the
community. We reserve the right to edit for length and
content. E-mail or send self-addressed stamped envelope for
Writers’ Guidelines. Type-written (single-sided) or word
processed manuscripts are welcome, electronic submissions
via e-mail preferred. Send submissions to:

Open Ways Editor NEW ADDRESS
PO BOX 6283 Vancouver, WA 98668

NEW INFORMATION
E-mail:
editor@ninehouses.org
World Wide Web:

www.ninehouses.org

Please do not send the only copy of your work! Manuscripts
unaccompanied by a Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope will
not be returned. All submissions will be accepted at our
discretion.

Advertising

Ads must be camera-ready. Payment must accompany ad.
No credit card payments. Deadlines (page 3) apply. E-mailed
ads and their payments must be received by the deadlines. No
black backgrounds please! Email Editor for more info.

Rates & Sizes (W x H)

$15 for a business card size (3.5 x2")
$30 for quarter-page (3.5” x4”)

$60 for half page (77 x4.5”)

$120 for full page (77 x9")

Discount for one-year, pre-paid ads.

Open Ways
Gateway to the Pagan Communities
Open Ways is printed on recycled newsprint, using soy
-based ink. Please help to save our forests — recycle!

The Open Ways Editor
POBox 14415
Portland, OR 97293-0415

Subscriptions

Subscriptions are $8 for one year or $16 for two years.
(International subscriptions: Canada, $12/year; else-
where, $16/year. US. funds only)) Please make
checks or money orders payable to “Open Ways..”
Sample copy $1.00. Please send request and payment
to The Nine Houses of Gaia at the above address.

Miission Statement

The Nine Houses of Gaia is a non-profit organization
incorporated in 1992 to sponsor the Northwest Fall
Equinox Festival and publish Open Ways.

Open Ways serves as an introduction to and an anchor
for pagan communities in Oregon and the Pacific
Northwest; a forum for the exchange of scholarly,
practical, or experiential information, knowledge, and
wisdom; a tool for instruction and communication; a
“journal” of events, announcements, ideas, poetry,
prose, illustration — anything of benefit or interest to
pagans, wiccans, or other nature spiritualists.

Copyright ©2008

All rights remain the property of contributing authors
and artists. For reprint information, please contact
Open Ways. Inquiries will be forwarded to appropriate

parties.

Statement of Confidentiality

Open Wiays honors the right to privacy. Information
regarding our contributors or subscribers will not be
made available under any circumstance. Our mailing
list is not for sale or trade. Contributors are encour-
aged to use pseudonyms.
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OPEN WAYS DEADLINES
This deadline schedule includes all articles, artwork, announcements, events and
Advertisements. Send everything to the Vancouver address for Open Ways on page
2. Advertising rates are posted on the bottom of page 2.

Open Ways Issue Deadline Available
Samhain 2009 August 25 October 1
Yule 2009 October 25 December 1
Brigid 2010 December 1 January 10
Spring Equinox 2010 January 25 September
Beltane 2010 March 31 April 10
Summer Solstice 2010 April 25 June 1
9th Annual Eisteddfod
[eye-steth-fod]
Free Bardic Contest

ATTENTION ALL BARDS —Sharpen your pencils, quills (and keyboards)! The
Order of the Sacred Oaks, Sacred Oak Grove and Silver Birch Grove are sponsoring
the 9th Annual Eisteddfod. This is a traditional Bardic contest (with wonderful
prizes) for original works in the three categories of poetry, short stories and song/
music. This Bardic contest is FREE to enter and FREE to attend. All entries must be
on a pagan, Celtic, W ccan or D
at the Eisteddfod.

The contest will be held Sunday, 27th September, 2009, 2 pm at the Rose and This-
tle, a fine Public House, 2314 NE Broadway, Portland (on the terrace, weather gods
permitting). Children are welcome.

Entries must be postmarked no later than midnight, Sunday, 20th September, 2009
or hand delivered to the address below by 6 pm Tuesday, 22nd.

Full details and entry forms available at Moonshadow, 3352 SE Hawthome, or call
503-235-5774, or at our website, druidic-college.org
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FREE COMMUNITY EVENTS AND RITUAL CELEBRATIONS!!!
All events on this page are FREE. Event hosts may accept a small donation.
Donations are optional and very much appreciated.
No one will be turned away for lack of funds.
To have your Events listed here, please make sure they fit these criteria:
1) Itis offered at no charge.
2) Itis within our geographical area, generally, Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Westem Montana, Northerm Califor-
nia, Nevada, Southem BC and Alberta.

Ritual Celebrations

Community Events and Announcements

Shamanic Drumming Circle at SWHC - Waednesday
September 16, 2009. Come join us for Shamanic Joumey
Circle, prior Shamanic Joumey experience required. Being
held at 136 Steward Rd. Bldg. 1 Unit 1 in Pacific, WA from 6
-8pm. For more information and directions go to http:/
www.sacredwisdomhealing.com.

Womenos
6 p m,
Meadow, on NW 53rd Dr. 1/2 mile N of the intersection with
Comell Rd. Portland, OR. All women welcome. Call 503-
736-3297 for information. $5+ donations appreciated.

M a-{SatundayfSéptember 19, 2009

Public Mabon Ritual - Sunday, September 20, 2009
This is a potluck event open to one and all. We will be gather-
ing at Spm for crafts and other activities. Orientation will begin
at 5:30pm and call to circle will be at 5:55pm. Being held at
108th Ave SE Kent. For directions: tim.h@gq.com. More
information at www.covenantofthebluemoon.org.

Mabon Ritual at SWHCT Wed. September 23,2009
Come join us for a public circle at the center. All are welcome!
Being held at 136 Stewart Rd. Bldg. 1 Unit 1 in Pacific, WA
from 6-8pm. For directions or more information go to http:/
www.sacredwisdomhealing.com

Ancient Light & Rose of
Circle. Wed. September 23, 2009. Mabon is also called the
Witches Thanksgiving. It is the celebration of the Equinox and
second harvest. Rose of the Sea is an open Wiccan based
teaching circle and hosts public rituals for all Wiccan Sabbats.
Street clothes or ritual robes are fine. Let us know if you have
any allergies. Children are welcome. Being held at 10285
Hwy. 101 in Seal Rock, OR. From 7-10pm. For directions or
more information 541-563-7154 or www.ancientlight.info.

Mi chelBlee ihyy Med dlo

Tuesday September 8, 2009 - Inner Journeys, 7pm

A joumnal writing circle for women. Bring your journal or come

start anew one. Topic: Joumal exercises to listen to the wisdom of
our (fifth) throat chakra, heal imbalances, connect with and cele-
brate the power of voice, story and creativtil.women wel-

come. Held at the Sisterspirit office, 3430 SE Belmont # 102. Call
503-736-3297 1o info. $5+ donation appreciated.

Wednesday September 9,2009- Wo me n 6 s Heal ir
Viipin . Topidi Hedting Witth thee praperties of Earth, astrological

sign Virgo All women welcome. Held at the Sisterspirit office,

3430 SE Belmont # 102. Call 503-736-3297 fo info. $5+ donation

appreciated.

Wednesday September 16,2009 - Natures Magick 7:30pm
Topic: Transition and transformatioAll women welcome. Held
at the Sisterspirit office, 3430 SE Belmont # 102. Call 503-736-
3297 fo info. $5+ donation appreciated.

Thursday September 17,2009 - Dream Conversations 7pm
Come share your dreams and insights with other women! All
women welcome. Held at the Sisterspirit office, 3430 SE Belmont
#102. Call 503-736-3297 fo info. $5+ donation appreciated.

Sunday September 20, 2009 - Capital City Pagan Pride

Oympia-ar ea Pagan Pride returns
non-pagans from Thurston, Grays Harbor, Pacific, Lewis, Marion

Cotmiges anS keyand. Pomeectebeata consnuniéy,&plaecarca Ma b 0

resources and enjoy being ol
Yauger Park in Olympia, off Cooper Point Road and Harrison

Ave. from 10am - S5pm, or until we leave.

Thursday September 24,2009- Wo mend6s Wr i ter s

7pm All women welcome. Held at the Sisterspirit office, 3430 SE
Belmont # 102. Call 503-736-3297 for info or email pat-
mac31(@juno.com. $5+ donation appreciated.
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Untitled
by Rev. Byron Warren

Iam amazed at reality, [ invite you and everyone to be amazed
with me. This is how it is:

We, you, me, everyone are just one thing. Kewl? More

not just us, but al
verse is one single thing.

This isn't me, definitely not religious, (though I actually
am a minister) no new age crap, this is from science. Quantum
physics says not only this but much more than just what every-
thing is.

Imagine a world where everyone knew for a fact that we
are all the same thing—that our illusion of separateness was just
that, only an illusion, not true. Way kewl! [ would think. [ would
love to see in my lifetime war become nothing but history that we
need never forget. I would love that!

Icanseeit, and this is just reality, just how it is. And its
kewl! ©

Just everybody has to understand it then, and we could all
feel about everone and everything how we feel about ourselves,

and we need to feel way goo
easy try it. © That’'d be
How to make this happen? Well, we all need to know
that this is the truth.
A group of scientists, professors, doctors and some others
together and made a

got mo v

a rKinreamlls @ bppjug n tq,u arnd dIkTs P hey\sd rcyst

about quantum physics to us lay people. Yup, there's a what the
bleep.com and you can get a copy there. Worth every penny.
The particles that make up protons, neutrons and elec-
trons in all atoms blink into and out of existence so many times a
second (I think 40 but cant remember).
Everything is waves of possibilities until it is observed,
then it collapses down to whatever we believe it is.

Quantum physics tells yo
incorporated it easily into
more. See the movie and the

Atoms are not things, they are tendencies. Your reality
changes only according to your conscious or unconscious intent.

e =y,
tgutidmg

FCC—

“Help Others, Harm None, Have Fun”.

*Formerly The Goddess Gallery est. 1992

Metaphysical Shop

Community Center

4831 SE Division St
Portland, Oregon 97206

www.theguidingtree.com

At The Guiding Tree, we carry on the tradition of supporting Portland’s
alternative community since 1992, Our philosophy is rooted in the phrase

We offer a wide variety of items to aid and/or enhance your personal jour-
ney: books, divination tools, sacred icons and images, incense, candles,
crystals, ritual supplies, bumper art, greeting cards and more. Our recently
revised floorplan was created to provide you with a peaceful communal
space where you can read, have a discussion or just kick back and

relax (we are air conditioned so you can be “cool” in more ways than one).

Psychic readers are available most days of the week. Please check our web-
site for a growing list of activities in our classroom and movement studio.

503-239-7458
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Advice from the Priesthood
By Sienna
This column is intended to be a format for the general Pa-

gan population to ask anonymous questions regarding
anything to do with the pagan lifestyle, from spiritual Earth

Dear Mage:

Psyche meds are supposed to block those extemal feel-
ings, so that you can sort out the intemal problems you are
having. From what you tell me, the meds are doing their

worship to living in our modem-day society. Questions are  Job.

answered from the philosophical standpointof i Ha r m
none, Do Hysuhatequegtions forusdplease
write to Sienna@spiralrhythms.org, or send a letter to the
editor of this paper. All questions shall remain anony-
MOousS.

Dear Sienna;

Around 1998-1999 | was starting out on my pagan way.
Through meeting with some of the Wiccans from outside
Portland, 1 was lucky enough to get to know more about
paganism and realize that lightbulbs were going on the
more | took stuff in, and also that family "knacks"could now
be explained better. It is unfortunate that | armved at this
later in life, as | have found out most of the family that had a
touch of anything managed to suppress them and now
can't tell me anything more.

Thing is, | was an emotional freakshow for most of my
growing up which got better as | got older, but as | got into
college and one thing led to another, | needed to go on
antidepressants. A later diagnosis for ADD took me off the
Wellbutrin and now I'm on Concerta for when | need the
extra push for concentration. Here's my question: what's a
person to do who is on meds and cant get their "feelings”
back? As hard as it was some days, because it was like
an ache, | reveled in feeling spring when 1 would walk out-
side and smell the daphne and cherry blossoms. | was
able to pull together some incredible magic for the first few
years of college. | miss it a lot, but | know | need to stay
pilled for a while longer, and | might have to go back on the
Wellbutrin afterward. | feel that | was really close to some-
thing, but for me to keep functioning | have to take these
things that suppress my insides. I've tried meditation, but |
have a really hard time staying still especially now. Please
help.

Thanks much.

Medicated mage

6

The first thing | ask people who are on psychophamrmeceu-
tical medications is if they are also seeing a counselor at
the same time. These chemicals were designed to be a
short-term crutch to get you past the hard parts that a
counselor is supposed to help with. If you are not seeing a
counselor in conjunction with the meds, you might be
wasting your time on the meds all together. The coun-
selor's job is to get you beyond needing the meds, so if you
are not cumrently seeing one, | highly recommend you find
one. If you are seeing one, then explain your needs to
your counselor and see if there's a way to reach the goal of
not needing them anymore.

There are pagan and psychic-friendly counselors out there
these days. These folks will help steer you in the direction
that will be healing rather than adding more confusion. It's
possible that your psychic awareness and your emotional
instability are one and the same problem. If that is the
case, then the emotional "freakshow" is only a symptom of
psychic overload. | couldnt, of course, be sure about that
with only one letter from you, but it is common enough to
consider it as a possible cause of the ADD diagnosis.

At any rate, if you set your goals to be medication-free in
the next 5 years, and focus your magickal energies and
your physical energies on that goal, you will soon discover
the paths—self-education, counseling, or mentoring— that
will allow you to put aside the medication and the numb-
ness that comes with them. ©

Intuitive, Deep,
Energy-Infused Massage

Private Home Office
Hillsboro, OR

Out-Call Available
Portland, Beaverton, Hillsboro

Jonathan Garrison
LMT No. 13871, Reiki Master

971-409-2919

www.jonathangarrison.massagetherapy.com

Fall Equinox 2009
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We'Moon 2010: Reinvent the Wheel

features powerful
women's art and
writing from around
the world. We'Moon
is an astrological
moon calendar,
earth-centered
spiritual guide

and multicultural
handboolk in
natural rhythms.
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Introducing
Stathowk Starhawlds first children’s book
iy - % | illustrated by Lindy Kehoe

The Last Wild Witch

An Eco-Fable for Kids and
Other Free Spirits.

E *m Mother Tongue Ink
TWWW. Wemoon . ws

Eﬂ @ 1.877.693.6666 US
541.956.6052 Intl
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The Shamanic Wounded Healer Phenomenon
by Silverstar Red Crow © 2009

A seeker writes:

Tell me about Wounded Healers and how | fit into the
category, regarding psychic weakness and attack.

SRC respondseé

You have mentioned you
frustrated because you are challenged with physical dis-
ease, unable to heal you
dition, you have faced this fact and are living well with i,
rebuilding your life the best you can, one step at a time.

However, others do not acknowledge your innate power,
because of your disability status.

Indulge me as | explain how a Wounded Healer is
formedé

Destiny, in Spirtt foom, comes knocking, usually three
times, jaming the seeker awake, psychically. This knocking
phenomenon happens to sensitive people, unusually psy-
chic (particularly as children), as a survival mechanism dur-
ing severe physical trau
tim to be ready and prepared for impact. This knocking

can portend death, but usually is a severe waming with life-

saving potential. Think of it as the mythic Guardian Angel
coming to oneds rescue f
three times, shocking the shark, forcing it to open its raven-
ous jaws and disengage his feeding frenzy, for the sake of
the seekerds personal frr

part.

The seeker possesses great levels of sensitivity gained
through surviving traumatic illness, accident or violent
threat. This is a raw state of consciousness, similar to post-
traumatic stress disorder. The seeker, through personal
sacrifice made through injury, has become a true empath;
she/he has evolved, but still is raw, weeping and needing
great care, in the foom of support. She/he is delicate, not
yet fully formed. It is a very different state than Soul Loss,
which is a traumatic psychic division, difficult to reverse.
Direct communication from the Spirit Realms is for the sur-
vivor with a soul intact, traumatized but whole, savable.

Spirit initiates a series of tests the empath must experience
in order to elevate herhis gained level of empathy, trans-
form it into @ much more usable energy state called com-

8

passion. The empath is not yet transformed into the healer;
she/he feels the pain, grief, disease and imbalance of the
client, without the skills to do anything about it. Now the
empath is stuck with all the disease and imbalance of the
client, on top of oneds

mits to a process of individual evolution, empathy eventu-
ally becomes compassion, transforming the empath into a
healer. Compassion gives the healer specific direction and
focus, while empathy only delivers the feelings of pain or

psyche, sometimes all three at once, making way for a
1sesiopid p$ychoticreak. know 1t 6s a

The tests and energy produced-associated with an evolu-
tionary cycle such as this—are intense and are not relieved
during sleep, drug &for alcohol intake, or other forms of
altered states of consciousness. Remember, it is the sacri-
fices of the self which has alerted Spirit to call the seeker in
the first place, Spint, wiling to mold the herhim into a
Wounded Healer: seeker becomes empath, empath be-
comes healer, healer becomes Wounded Healer. There
are no escapes from the cycle, nor are there any short
cuts. Once begun, the seeker agrees to take the ride until
its natural end.

ma, Spiritdés way of aler
Now, this is where it gets sticky, if a seeker begs for power,
but has not sacrificed enough or done the preparatory
work needed to use the power properly, shit happens: ac-
rcidents, trauma, way, \@olers acts) disease; the fesiing don-
tinues. If the seeker stays diligent and keeps working for
clarity, one is given opportunities to excel and evolve out of

O wn

t

ama n iaf distag utrtad phreald leemd . i tYsoeul

Kar m

i n

k n

gigddahinking and bneonssicesebkhavior phttens. Botafe n s

one begs for energy, is
out of laziness or fear, damage can be incalculable to the
psyche: the seff inflicts its worst pain unto the self.

To turn oneds back on
reject oneds Cor e-SeBtsactpn
of rejection taken by a seeker causes distress and disrup-
tion, disease and non-creative destruction; an electrical
energy is set in motion that whirpools onto itself. Thoughts,
feelings and phobias flood into the energy whirpool and
quickly fills with matter, which in-tum develops kinetic en-
ergy. It is this specifi
ruptionso, psychic
ity, among other things. Of course, when factoring other
people and outer-world energies into the scenario, these
disruptions can be constant, similar to the steady
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10 )

cavalcade of directive voices of a schizophrenic. Once
power and insight have been given and the individual
chooses to rest her talents out of laziness or fear of com-
mitment, negative energy immediately surfaces and grows
in strength, often developing debilitating symptoms or
physical immune system breakdown. Reminder: the self
attacks the selff; this is not psychic attack from an outside
source.

Often, the fAvictimo of
self-destructive behavior, taking no responsibility for herhis
actions or lack there of. The individual continues to age
without focus, creating a sense of chaos in all levels of her/
his life, she/he spins, directionless, overtaking and domi-
nating the seekero6s
mind; she/he begins the slow descent into madness. The
psychological ride can be direct and forever damaging.
This phenomenon of
Calls of Spirito.

If you fit this profile, seek out REAL professionals in your
area for help to break t
a sign from the Universe to stop living as you have been,
stop doing for others if you cannot do for yourself. If you are
wounded profoundly, on a psychological level, you have
no business trying to heal others. At best, you are sharing
the miasma causing your own dysfunction. At worst, you
are digging a never-ending hole of loss for yourseff.

Innate abilities are powers one comes into this incamation
with, to claim to be a
a dangerous and
specific abiliies and taking ownership of them in the form
of seeking out knowledge and hands-on experience, the
Spirit Real ms are
sire to have a calling of major power and significance. This
step begins the process of evolution, the acceptance of
oneds innate power.

Please do not reproduce or share this article without per-
mission of the author.

Silverstar Red Crow is an Indigenous Shamanic Practitio-
ner, Artist and writer. She can be contacted personally
through Tribe.net, MySpace or Facebook. View some of
her art here: http:/Awww tribes tribe.net/silverstarsart
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Celebrating the Harvest
By Staci Elliot
Empathic Listener & Archival Librarian
(staci@elliottarts.com; www.geercrest.org)

Autumn. Season of the final harvest festivals, and a time of
communing with our friends, family, and dead ancestors.
This year, I am working
out goat bams and mulched young fruit trees in warmer
weather. For now, | am their archival librarian. The family

on

P #ho Rdherehav@d lohghiStdfy with BiedahdSThey dles T 1 N

looking for ways to share that history. They want to offer
their community a way of remembering the agrarian con-
nection to the Earth and her seasons. They remember the
Native Americans who came before, and who helped the

i f e famiy SuNive their firsBaihtbr hefeGn 1847 oW, théy QU i et

making room at their dinner table for whoever happens
along at the end of the day. They have leamed to work

sideefifeg tished Ss etaxslolnesd am@humei yy

ahead for colder weather. To celebrate what is.

Whenever | |l ook at the c
Pk, thé albubdar®eSof cahmed fruitd dhcBchnnedl vegeéts-
bles sitting in big glass rows on a shelfd | am reminded of
the hard work that goes into every harvest. In the pantry
there are enough water glasses and pitchers to quench an
Amy of visiting school children. Smaller jam jars full of
homegrown and dried herbs line the upper shelf. Cooking
spices share space with herbs for brewing tea. Peppermint
is the easiest to grow. Brewed in hot water on the stove,
the leaves make a wonderful wake-up tea. The Autumnal

hee
bur

A EQuihol i§ oBriing, Sn@ Vil it@ retém of the balnée bd- mp |y
arrogantweshiddkerRl Ryt -

By accepting one

Tomorrow, | leave my work early. | am on my way to our

al er t e dnnubl Pamily ReBniorS My §rénériotAebbirttdfoarc e r ity

daughters, and her only son married a wonderful
womandt he ol dest daughter
next town. When the women of our family gather, we bring
our men, our partners, our children and single friends
along. We cook and tell stories and laugh together. We are
strong in our sense of belonging.

fro

Breakfast is the most important meald a chance to show

each other how much we care. Whoever has the spatula

customcooks each childbdés eggs
(Continued on page 12)
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(Continued from page 11)

cuts sections of grapefruit for the adults. We are grateful
that everyone still choo
now that grandmother has passed on. None of our meals
are quite as good as the ones she used to prepare, and
we argue over what to cook and who will pay for groceries.
It makes the good times, and fixing the eggs just the way
you like them, that much more important to us now.

When | return from the r
plan a Harvest Festival. We want to get to know our
neighbors a bit better. \We want to honor the bounty of the
land. We want to share our vision for a community where
everyone pitches in and does what they can to support
each ot h edrddeswhstisrealedd and no-
body holds back to wait and see if there is a financial bene-
fit to them for sharing the load. Time flows differently on the
farm. Itis easy to work ten or twelve or twenty hours be-
cause that is what is needed today. Especially during the
final mad rush of harvest season.

It will be good to slow down, sit back, and make time again
for the friends, family, and the communities that we appre-
ciate and want to know better. \WWe will pull on the sweaters
we made from the farmbs
the picnic table on the front porch, sipping home-brewed
tea and watching the leaves change color. Maybe, after
we milk the goats and pull the final brave vegetables off the
vine, there will be time for stories.

Sotellmed how do you like your eggs? And what will you
remember most vividly about your year? Who will you re-
member when we set that empty place at the table this
winter? What were the awesome and awful moments that
you never want to live through again? What decisions did
you make that helped you to be stronger, live cleaner, do
more for those you love? What have you leamed to do for
yourself? What parts of your life are you still planning to live
this year? The air is cool this moming, and the wind smells
of seasons past. Sit with me, here on the bench, and tell

me who you are. |1 6m |ist
my tumtotalk. ©
10

The Counseling Offices

of
Dale A. Nader

L.CS.W.-L.L.C.

» Sexual Minorities (GLBT) » Addictions
» Depression/Anxiety * Grief & Loss
* HIV/AIDS * Spiritual/Religious

503-708-9853

“Working Together to Create
Your Desired Path...”

Sliding Fee Scale and Insurance Accepted
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A New Look at the Old Religion

Circles School offers a fresh new perspective on the study of
Wicca and Witchcraft. Taught by author Thuri Calafia and
based on her Circles Series Books*, classes for all levels are at
once deep, intensive, and very much hands-on.

From the beginning, honoring our individuality and building
personal power are emphasized in this eclectic system, as well
as developing a strong connection to the earth and moon tides.

The beauty of the Circles system is that there is nevera
needto waitfor the next class session to begin - classes are
ongoing, and students can start at any time. Just let Thuri know
you' d i ke to start,
| evel can be schedul ed.
Wheel and join your classmates in a unique learming experience!

For more information, call Thuri at 503-956-7258 or email
her at tcalafia@gmail.com. Be sure to include something about

&Cfcles Blakes in iR ifbet i F haps |

*Thuri Calafia is the

of Fire, and the

wo ol

ater

a

upcomin

and
Fr

ut h
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ONGOING ACTIVITIES

Open Ways

8 Times a year, each Sabbath —
Mystic Art Gathering & Information Cir-
cle (MAGIC) holds a public ritual and
ceremony for the Solstices, Equinoxes, and
cross-quarters in between. Typically in
Vancouver or North Portland. These gath-
erings are free to the public, although a
donation can will be passed. Families with
kids are welcome. Held on the closest Sat-
urday to the actual Sabbath, 7pm. Loca-
tions announced in advance if possible.
Call 360-693-7349 or see our listing in the
community directory under MAGIC as
well as on MySpace.

SUNDAYS

Non-denominational Sunday service
Integrate light into your being. Come to
receive blessings and an uplifting spiritual
Reading to empower and enlighten your
soul. After the service has ended there is a
guided meditation to bring prosperity into
your life. Held at Crystal Temple 7275
Richmond Ave. For info call 503-249-
0303 or by web at crystaltemple.org,

1st Sunday Sare-apy.

Always the first Sunday (no Sare-apy in
August). Join us each first Sunday of the
month. Activities include silent meditation,
discussion of healing techniques, individual
and group healing sessions and introduc-
tion to healing arts practitioners. Everyone
1s welcome, this is a wonderful opportunity
for healing— receiving and giving, and for
making new alliances. Held at Hands of
Freedom Healing 8725 NE Broadway,
Portland OR 97220 from 1-4pm. Dona-
tions appreciated.

1st Sunday Movie Night

Featuring a movie or documentary which
cultivates spiritual growth.. Held at Crystal
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Temple 7275 Richmond Ave. For info call
503-249-0303 or by web at crystaltem-

ple.org.
TUESDAYS

Open Reiki and healing circle

Circle held on the Irst Tuesday of the
month from 9-11am. Held at the Celtic
Circle 3717 NW 25th St. Redmond, OR.
For info call 541-504-4627 or by email
pepsi@bendcable.com.

Witches meetup

A social event held on the 4th Tuesday of]
every month. At 7PM. We have no set
agenda or format, just talk and have fun.
Held at the Guiding Tree 4831 SE Divi-
sion Street . For more info http:/

WWW.pagan.meetup.com.

Green Tara Sadhana Meditation

Held every Tuesday at 7pm. Green Tara
manifests the female energy of transcen-
dent wisdom and enlightened compassion-
ate activity. Prostrations, mandala offering
and hand madras are taught with this prac-
tice. The practice of Green Tara helps to
overcome fear and anxiety, and also devel-
ops qualities of love, compassion, wisdom
and protection on the path of enlighten-
ment. Held at The Drukpa Mila Center
872 Belmont St. Salem, OR. Info at

www.drukpamilacenter.com.

WEDNESDAYS

Witches Meetup

A social event held on the 1rst Wed. of]
every month at 7PM. We have no set
agenda or format, just talk and have fun.
We are a friendly, non-cliquish bunch who
have been meeting for over five years.
Held at the Irishtown Pub, 11600 NE Mill

Plain Blvd. Vancouver WA.

Monthly Pagan Meetup

A social event held on the 2nd Wed of
every month at 7PM. We just get together
to talk and have fun. Held at Old Town
Pizza (between 2nd and 3rd on NW
Davis). For more info go to http:/
WWW.paganmeetup.com.

Monthly Pagan Meetup

A social event held on the 2nd Wed of
every month at 7PM. We just get together
to talk and have fun. Held at Old Town
Pizza (between 2nd and 3rd on NW
Davis). For more info go to https/
WWW.paganmeetup.com.

Reiki Share Circle

Every Irst and 3rd Wednesdays at Sell-
wood Spirit Feathers, 7704 SE 13th. For
info call 503-230-0249. All are welcome!

Tarot night

Every 1rst Wednesday. Bring your cards,
practice readings, become more familiar
with your card and discuss Tarot with other
readers. Held at Crystal Temple, 7525 N
Richmond. For info cal 503-249-0303 or
on the web at info(@crystaltemple.org.

Reiki Circle

Every 2nd Wednesday come and receive
healing and develop your skills in a sacred
temple surrounded by light beings. Held at
Crystal Temple, 7275 N Richmond. For
info 503-249-0303 or on the web at

info@crystaltemple.org,

Drum circle

Every 1rstand 3rd Wednesday at 7pm.

Lets explore thythms and escape reality in

asacred temple. A joyous monthly, multi-

cultural spiritual experience. Using sacred

phrases drawn from the worlds many
(Continued on page 16)
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(Continued from page 15)

religious traditions, with live music and simple devotional move-
ment. Bring an instrument if you have one, if not we can share.
Held at Crystal Temple 7275 N Richmond. For more info

info@crystaltemple.org,

Chenrrezid Sadhana Meditation

Every Wednesday at 7pm. The Buddha of compassion, known
as Chenrezig, manifests as enlightened compassionate activity.
This meditation practice is taught and practiced, using short sad-
hana practice. By leaming about the nature of compassion and

|l earning his mantra —Om
become aware of increasing compassion in our own lives. Held
at The Drukpa Mila Center, 872 Belmont St. SE Salem, OR.
Info at www.drukpamilacenter.com

THURSDAYS

Open Meditation

Held every Thursday and Sunday from 12-2 pm. Open medita-
tion at Crystal Temple 7275 N Richmond. For info 503-249-
0303 or info@crystaltemple.org.

Morris Dancing
Every Thursday join Renegade Rose Morris Dancers, a group
of Portland men and women who perform ancient English folk
dances on May Day and

you dances. For info call Lev at 971-570-3388 or on the web at
www.renegaderose.com ©

Lynn Handlin eavre,cre
Spitaleri / Handlin €

Bookkeeping and Tax Service, Inc
(Established 1992)
Phone: 503-761-9267 www.shbats.com
B Business & Tax Planning / Preparation
® Certified Financial & Retirement Planning
B Full Service Bookkeeping

11916 SE Division e-mail: lynn@shbats.com

Portland, OR, 97266 Fax: 503-761-9341
D E_=_H— A ——&
12 |

ARnB Iis for Beero

From time to time a new book comes out that is so to the
point, it requires that a review be done so that others (who

Book

might share a like mind) will be aware of its existence. Such
is the case with the new book by favorite author Tom Rob-

bins, entitled AB i s

ups, a grown-up book for children.)

As per his usual, Mr. Robbins has covered many topics
familiarto Heretics'. Topics including ancient Egypt, ele-

Méhid, mabica ahlith

religion and politics in language most chaming.

f or

Bee

Many of us are known to bust a move from time to time, we

tendto call it trancing, but dance it is. About dance we

pain of childhood and the craziness of adulthood. All
spelled out forusin  the language of Tom Robbins. What
more, really, could you want.

For anyone who loves beer, brewing, fun and Robbins, |

highly recommend AB i s
Bottoms up, '
Diane R

for
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|l earn: AWhen civilized peor
their old animal nature. 1t
chanical chess pieces or rooted trees, but  free-flowing

meat waves of possibility.o
We are told: AThe ol der you
with the Mystery. o And that
much | i ke passing through 7
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Open Ways

Pagan Community Directory
Listing various kinds of resources for the Pagan Community, including circles (both open and closed), church groups, meeting
places, study groups, and event organizers. Please, no retail outlets. A listing here does not necessarily mean a specific group can or
will help you. To be included in this directory, please send information (limit 50 words which includes name and contact
information) to Open Ways, PO Box 6283 Vancouver, WA 98668; or email editor@9houses.org.

12 Steps Pagan Style

Iam a clean Pagan offering support to as-
sist those on the clean path in Wicca and
Paganism. T have 17 years of recovery. I
am willing to give assistance, support and
counsel to those who are concemed with
these issues.

midnight crow@hotmail.com or
http:/spiralrhythms.org/p12.

ADF Druids of Portland NEW

Our study group meets on the last Friday
of every month and up to 8 times a year for
Public Ritual. Affiliated with ADF (Ar
nDraoicht Fein), adforg. We are in pursuit
of authentic scholarship and modem prac-
tices. See our website atpdx-druids.org.

Announcement Board & Community
Directory The Web
—Because fol ks
every website or subject line for current

event s. Come se
Post: Rituals, <c
http:/groups.yahoo.com/groups/The-

Web

The altar of Epona and Herne Healing
Ministry ATC

Our vision is to create a well trained, com-
passionate Priesthood to serve the Pagan
Community. We have an online commu-
nity, monthly distance healing and prayer
request list, and provide free healing to vets
and therr families. For more info altar-
epona-herne@yahoo.com.

The Ancient and Honorable Order of’
the Sacred Oaks

A Druidic order in the Arthurian/Celtic
tradition, chartering groves meeting estab-
lished criteria and dedicated to authentic
Druidic principles and traditions. For those

Fall Equinox 2009

who aspire to the excellence of Druidry,
Inc. in OR and 501(c)3. 503-2355774
www.sacred-oak-grove.org.

Aquarian Tabernacle Church

Serving the PNW since 1979. An interfaith
church of Wicca and Earth Religions rec-
ognized and accredited worldwide. All
welcome at Open Circles near Seattle at
NM & FM. Info and schedule : 360-793
-1945, classes : 425-821-7246, Pagan
Youth Group: Spiral Scouts Interna-
tional.360-793-9427.
www.spiralscouts.org

Brotherhood of the Wooden Chalice

We are a group of eclectic Wiccans housed
in Oregon State Penitentiary. We gather
once per moon for study, ritual, and mutual
support. We have a priest but could use

| lmteeds and oatione  t 1 me
khabir.taylor@verizon.net
e what your mis

ICala Mla@ugtain Cosen r K s h o p
We are an eclectic Celtic coven, with some
Native American influences. We meet for
Sabbaths, Esbats, laughter and support
throughout the Portland/Vancouver area.
Closed to new members Samhain to Bel-
tane, we do keep a waiting list for anyone
nterested. cedarmountain@gmail.com
Www.cedarmountaincoven.com.

Coven Caer Wyodea
A traditional Gardnerian Coven, sponsors a
non-oath bound, British Traditional Wic-
can Outer Court for seekers of traditional
training.. We prefer to work with seekers
30 years or older. New training cycles usu-
ally begin each spring. usually begin each
spring. For more info contact Steward
Creace 503-622-1381 or stew-
ard_creace@msm.com.

The Earth Gatherings

An eclectic spiritual group with frequent
get - togethers to discuss various spiritual
paths. Sponsors of The Mother Earth Gath-
ering and The Middle Earth Gathering
(June and September), Earth Awareness
Festivals, honoring diversity and creating
balance between wildemess and civiliza-
tion. 503-503-1415 bladu@hotmail.com
Www.earthgatherings.org PO Box
19655 Portland, OR 97280.

Forces of Nature Metaphysical and
Spiritual Center NEW
Celebration and cultural preservation of
Afiicana spirituality in the Pacific North-
west! We offer events and a online e-list of
events related to Africana spirituality in the
greater Seattle area. To join visit http:/
groups.google.com/forces-of-nature-

t netaphysicabaadspiritual-center?
hl=en.

5 Horlinf) wwiw.fonspiritualcenter.org , or

scall 206-781-3565 or ser-
vices@fonspiritualcenter.org,

The Hermetic Fellowship

Exploring Westem Esoteric  Tradition:
Ancient Mysteries, Wicca/NeoPaganism,
Qubalah, Rosicrucianism, Alchemy,
Gnosticism, Theurgy and Grail Quest.
Meets monthly, 3rd Thursday. Informal
presentations, open discussion, rituals and
svirkshops occasionally. 1st semester of
2009, special focus on Hermeticism. For
more infocall 503-255-7910 or by web
(preferred) www.hemeticfellowship.org
miforrest@hermeticfellowship.org.

lle LaiLai NEW

A contemplative ifa~centered  spiritual
community offering spiritual consultations,
divination, and Orisa and Ifa initiations to




sincere seekers in the Pacific Northwest.
www.ilelailai.org or 206-761-3565 or

iya@ileailai.org,

Indigo Lights Circle online teen group

A place for uniquely gifted teens to cele-
brate and explore the gifts the :Lord and
Lady granted us with. Site address:
www.geocities.com/jinksjustjinks/

M.A.G.IC.

A Vancouver/Portland based group that
holds four gatherings a year, teaches
classes in metaphysics, and provides or-
daining of clergy, and sponsors the Spiral
Rhythms Festival. Call 360-693-7349
Email sienna@spiralrhythms.org and
Www.spiralrhythms.org/magic  for
more information.

Nine Houses of
A non-profit organization incorporated to
facilitate networking among pagans in the
Pacific Northwest. Sponsors of Open
Ways Newsletter as well as Northwest
Fall Equinox Festival. The NWFEF cele-
brates the great harvest, begun at Lammus
and ending at Samhain. Contact info for
Open Ways editor@9houses.org.

North American Council of Witches

A non-profit organization. Primary goal is
protection under the First Amendment of
the US Constitution; secondary, lobbying
for common power, strength in numbers.
Request membership and general infor-
mation at NACW@hotmail.com or call
503-228-2192.

Officers of Avalon, Inc

A non-profit benevolent organization
representing Wiccans and other Pagans
who work as police officers and other
professionals in the emergency services.
Membership dues $25/yr for full mem-
bers $15/yr for associate members. News-
letter The Dispatch. Registration forms

5ai a
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available at www.officersofavalon.com.
PO Box 22 Baraboo, W1 53913-0022.

Other Worlds of Wonder (OWOW)
We have gathered around a central pur-
pose, the purchase of land for the local
Pagan community. We honor all positive
traditions, and celebrate diversity at our
festival, Sunfest. Contact info as follows:
14308 SE River Rd. Milwaukie, OR
97267. http:/www.owow.org or email

owoworg@gmail.com.

Pacific NW Pagans Yahoo Group

An online community for Pagans in the
Pacific Northwest, including Oregon,
Washington, Idaho, Alaska and British
Columbia. When posting announcements
for events in this group, please be sure
they're in PNW. http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/pnwpagans.
(9HOGGS)

PACT

A democratic, eclectic teaching/training
coven in three parts: A semi-private outer
circle - by invitation only, two inner-core
circles for PACT initiated. Lessons, de-
grees, and clergy training by PACT univer-
sity. For info and a waiting list: email —
lordansurpact@yahoo.com

PDX Pagan Tribe

This tribe 1s for heathens, pagans and free
thinking individuals residing in or around
Portland, OR, or other metro areas who
want to communicate with other like
minded folk. Please no political rants, there
are other tribes for that. A person has to
sign up with Tribe.net for free in order to
Jjoin this tribe. The tribe is moderated in
order to keep out hate mongers and spam-
mers. Web address - http://
tribes.tribe.net/pdxpagans.Portland

Polyamory Circle
A gathering for folks exploring options
beyond monogamy. Discussions include

open relationships, extended families, and
intentional communities. Everyone inter-
ested is welcome to join us. For information
and location Laury 503-285-4848.

Red Cedar Circle

(Church of Si. Si. Wiss)

Northwest Coast Medicine Johnny Moses
teachings to all. Portland/Vancouver area
meetings. For information and location call
503-245-5660 or rouis@hctc.com.

Red Cedar Grove

The Vancouver grove is accepting new
members. We are a Celtic group that enjoys
fun, spirituality and fellowship as we move
through the wheel of the year. We have
many years of experience between our five
founding members and meet twice a

month for ritual and tutorial. Come and
grow with us under the Spirit filled Red
Cedar. For information contact Serena at
serena(@aberle.net or Macha at 360-936-
3833 or connieco222(@comcast.net.

Sacred Oak Grove

A Druid Grove in the Arthurian/Celtic-
Wiccan tradition. For those seeking a true
Druidic path of knowledge, truth, justice,
spiritual fellowship, and community service.
Esbats, Sabbaths and tutorials. Members
commit to both group and individual studies
for spiritual growth. Now offering an outer
circle. For information call 503-235-5774

or oakgrove@fteleport.com.

The Saint James Project

A Shamanic Am of the Red Witch Tradi-
tion. Includes Indigenous Shamanic train-
ing, pilgrimages and extensive herstory/
history from the first century CE to the pre-
sent. Prerequisite: Reiki 3 and 3 years
magickal hands-on experience. Meets at
Toad House n McMinnville Oregon.
76y0Contact info world-
treel@verizon.net.

Seattle Goddess Group (Cont. next page)
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A new site dedicated to worship of the
Seattle based deity (As first seen in the
—Summer of 2008

gr owl I S h lettp://
groups.yahoo.com/groups/

seattle.godess/ or SeattleGod-
dess(@yahoogroups.com.
Shadowluz

Eclectic coven that emphasizes increasing
the power of the individual through
strength of our Gestalt, focusing on diver-
sity in beliefs and the practice of Magick.
Members range from Portland to Hood
River and Mt. Hood. Please send letter of
ntent to HPS Belle Evergreen at belleev-
ergreen@yahoo.com.

Silver Birch Grove, Order of the Sacred
Oaks

Ifthe bardic arts call to you, and your love
of the Goddess and God speaks to you
through Celtic and Arthurian-based my-
thology and lore, come walk our Pagan
path with us as we renew our grove. Now
in Vancouver, WA. Contact silver-
birchgrove@hotmail.com or (503) 235-
5774 or (360) 936-1035.

Silver Star Circle

A Celtic Pagan circle meeting for Sabbats,
full and new moons, weekly class and
more. Located in Battle Ground Addi-
tional. Info: email stvrstarcir-
cle@yahoo.com.

SisterSpirit

Women's spirituality organization honor-
ing the Divine Feminine and celebrating
the Goddess in all Her forms. Featuring on
-going classes, circles, workshops and one
monthly ritual. Presenters of the annual
PaganFaire. Contact information as fol-
lows: PO Box 9246 Portland, OR
97207.503-736-3297.
www.paganfaire.com. sister-
spirit.portland@gmail.com.
www.teleport.comysisterspirit
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Sophia Sanctuary
We are a circle of women committed to
denlibg, edocatian ttupl andsekvieet Y
(HHRS) We exl¢brate the eight holy days
of the wheel: Solstices and Equinoxes are
for all genders and families; Cross quarters
are forwomyn only. For information:
http:/www.sophiasancuary.org or
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
SophiaSancuary.

The Sorcerers Guild

Dedicated to the enhancement of Magickal
work within its membership. Public meet-
up at the Dancing Beans 1615 SE 12th
Ave Portland, OR held monthly. Email
thebinder7@yahoo.com for date and
time. For more information: http:/
sorcerersguild.tribe.net
http:www.sorcerersguild.com, or
http://groups.myspace.com/

sorceryguild.

Spellbound teen online group

An online community for teen Pagans and
Wiccans. Our goal is to offer personal
pages, forums, articles, links, and other
ways of interacting with teens who have
similar interests in Paganism and Wicca.
Site address: http://
spellboundtpn.ning.com.

Toad House and Peace Garden

Peace Garden open from dawn to dusk for
gui et prayer anog(
peace pole, erected in 2002, PEACE writ-
ten in thirteen languages. Hard working
garden volunteers always needed. Hard
working garden volunteers always needed.
Write for information. Location: McMinn-
ville OR. Www.toadhouse-
peacegarden.org. http:/Aribes.tribe.net/
toadlovers. Director: Silver Red Crow
worldtreel @verizon.net.

(WICCA)

A women’s <chur ch
dess in Her many forms. Groups, newslet-

nid/POnBox R% EubeaenR|9705
www.wiccawomen.org, 541-485-3654

OFmiiil: ndrmakp@iglide.net.

‘Women of African Ceremony

We are women who honor the earth and
our Affican heritage through ceremony
and ritual. We meet monthly. Location is
Portland, OR. 503-238-1151

‘Women of the Goddess

Women of the Goddess is a Pagan com-
munity in the Dianic tradition. Member-
ship is open to women over 18 years old of
good intent who sincerely subscribe to our
purpose. Location Seattle, WA. Contacts:
janiceve@seanet.com or 206-322-2436.

World Tree Prayer Network

Prayer and emergency energy work at no
fee; serving the intemet sincel994. Post
your own requests. Have permission of the
energy recipient first; then, include full
name, age, basic location including city,
state and country along with basic prob-
lem. PRAY FOR PEACE!
http://tribes.tribe.net/
worldtreeprayernetwork

The Well of Diancecht
Provides free sacred energy healing to vet-
erans, active duty military and their fami-
lies. We also list practitioners offering slid-
ing scale services to service members, vet-

| erammancttheirtarailtesi Info at well of21i0
ancecht(@yahoo.com or altarepona-
hme@yahoo.com

Witches of Westwick Paranormal Soci-
ety NEW

Centered in the beautiful foothills of the
Columbia River Gorge. Specializing in
Esoteric research and Theology. Dedicated
to tribal rites of passage as well as the Ma-
jor and Minor Pagan Holidays & Festivals.

Wellasedb exploge theenchantéd s well h e

as the chilling, Contact Leanna at devasde-

ter, retreats, rituals and classes. Contact

light@yahoo.com or 541-490-5718..

fall
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Proceeds from the
Northwest Fall Equinox
Festival go to producing

Open Ways
Thank you for your support!




